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2nd Legislative District
2022 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

After a long and challenging 60 days, the 2022 legislative session came to a 
close on March 10. Unfortunately, the largely remote setting we were faced 
with was detrimental to the legislative process, just as it was last year. The 
session’s virtual format resulted in less communication and more partisan-
ship. It also led to more mistakes. There are no substitutes for in-person 
committee hearings, office visits, caucus meetings, and other critical inter-
actions. That is why we must get back to normal in 2023.

Overall, I believe this year’s session was one of missed opportunities. While 
lawmakers fixed some of the problems created in previous legislative ses-
sions, that’s not what most people will remember. What they’ll remember 
is Democrats refusing to deliver tax relief for Washington families despite a 
massive budget surplus, the adoption of a partisan and fee-heavy transpor-
tation package that will make driving more expensive, and a failure to pass 
emergency powers reform legislation for the second straight session.

From day one, House Republicans fought hard to lower taxes and make life 
more affordable, make our communities safer, hold Governor Inslee and 
his state agencies accountable, empower parents and increase transparen-
cy in our K-12 education system, and fix the failures we’re seeing in many 
different areas of government. We were focused, we introduced meaningful 
legislation, we presented compelling arguments and won important floor 
debates, and we had your back every single day. 

While it is my hope we will have a wiser Legislature next year, our pri-
orities will stay the same. We want to make Washington the best state in 
the country to live, work, start a business, raise a family, and retire. We’re 
on the wrong path now, but I am confident that together, we can make a 
much-needed course correction.

Sincerely,

J.T. Wilcox
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Below are some of the bills House Republicans intro-
duced this session that we believed would benefit all 
Washingtonians:

Providing tax relief and making life more 
affordable for all Washingtonians

 • House Bill 1898: Reducing state property tax levies 
and returning $2 billion to taxpayers.
 • House Bill 1594: Repealing the long-term care trust 
act and payroll tax.
 • House Bill 1913: Repealing and replacing the long-
term care trust and payroll tax with an affordable and 
optional alternative.
 • House Bill 2015: Expanding the Working Families 
Tax Credit.
 • House Bill 1858: Reducing manufacturing tax rates 
by 40%.

Strengthening communities by making 
public safety a priority and supporting 
effective community policing

 • House Bill 1737: Restoring balance and common 
sense to police reform by rolling back a number of 
harmful provisions passed in last year’s “police reform” 
bills and restoring tactics and tools to help police bring 
criminals to justice and help keep communities safe.
 • House Bill 1788: Allowing law enforcement to chase 
suspects by eliminating the disastrous probable cause 
requirement for vehicular chases.
 • House Bill 1787: Putting more police officers on 
the streets so Washington no longer ranks last in the 
nation in terms of the number of police officers per 
thousand people.
 • House Bill 1656: Protecting our retailers by amending 
the definition of theft to include the concealment of the 
property of another when the intent is to deprive the 
other person of its use or benefit.

 • House Bill 1873: Stopping catalytic converter thefts 
through preventative measures and by increasing the 
seriousness of repeated offenses.

Holding state government accountable, 
improving outcomes, and enacting 
emergency powers reform

 • House Bill 1772: Adopting emergency powers reform 
to restore the balance of power between the legislative 
and executive branches.
 • House Bill 1541: Increasing funding to cities for 
homelessness solutions, provided they ban injection 
sites and clean up encampments near schools and 
parks.
 • House Bill 1177: Implementing the periodic review of 
state spending programs.
 • House Bill 1178: Improving state budgeting through 
zero-based budget reviews.
 • Transportation solutions: Reprioritizing Existing Ap-
propriations for Longevity (REAL) Act, a suite of bills 
to make Washington’s transportation system safer and 
function better for travelers.

Empowering parents by providing 
transparency and the necessary financial 
and educational flexibility to help their 
children succeed in school and in life

 • House Bill 1536: Establishing regional apprenticeship 
programs through Educational Service Districts.
 • House Bill 1633: Promoting school choice through the 
Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.
 • House Bill 2042: Establishing an education scholar-
ship program.
 • House Bill 1973: Requiring school board meetings to 
be recorded and provided to the public upon request.
 • House Bill 2056: Increasing transparency in the class-
room by requiring teachers to make syllabi and prima-
ry materials available on the school district’s website.

We are committed to advancing real solutions and fixing 
the failures that have had devastating consequences for 
so many Washingtonians and their families. You can learn 
more on the House Republican website:  
houserepublicans.wa.gov/our-priorities.
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Attempting to fix problems 
created in previous legislative 
sessions
Long-term care insurance program and 
payroll tax
The first part of the legislative session was spent ad-
dressing the problems with the unpopular long-term care 
insurance program and payroll tax. Democrats punted on 
the issue, but challenges will be waiting for state lawmak-
ers in 2023. House Republicans introduced legislation to 
repeal and replace the program, but House Democrats 
simply would not engage with us on the issue.

Policing legislation
The Legislature also spent time attempting to fix the prob-
lems created last year by the Democrats’ policing reforms. 
Republicans and Democrats worked together to address 
some of the troubling aspects of these policies, with Re-
publicans offering solutions and delivering critical votes. 
However, not all of the problems were addressed.

Senate Bill 5919, which 
would have restored 
some of the authority 
for police officers to 
engage in vehicular 
pursuits when there 
is reasonable suspi-
cion, died. Failing to 
change this policy 
will continue to have 
major consequences 
for public safety. House 
Bill 1788, sponsored 
by Rep. Eric Robertson, 
was another solution 
that was rejected by 
the Democrats.

With crime surging, public safety will continue to be a 
priority for Republicans. 

Missed opportunities
No meaningful tax relief
Despite our state’s record $15 billion surplus, Democratic 
budget writers opted against providing any meaningful 
tax relief for Washington families this session. For our 
part, House Republicans introduced a budget framework 

that would have addressed critical needs while reducing 
the state sales tax rate by a full percentage point. Our plan 
would have also put more police officers on the streets, 
protected and created jobs, redirected billions for trans-
portation projects, and transferred an extra $1 billion to 
the state’s rainy-day fund.

Unfortunately, the Democrats’ supplemental operating 
budget does not provide meaningful tax relief, spends too 
much, and does nothing to strengthen the rainy-day fund. 

As you can see, the state’s operating budget has more than 
doubled in size since the 2011-13 biennium. It is unfortu-
nate the majority would rather spend your money grow-
ing the size and scope of government than give it back to 
you. With inflation at a 40-year high, the most expensive 
gas prices we’ve seen since 2008, and ongoing supply 
chain shortages, the time was right to help ease your 
financial burdens. The majority simply wasn’t interested.
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Despite Republican push, no emergency 
powers reform yet again this session 

Early on in session, Rep. Chris Corry (R-Yakima) intro-
duced a bill that would have ensured legislative oversight 
during states of emergency lasting longer than 60 days. 
More than 5,000 people signed in to support the bill when 
it received a public hearing, but the Democrats ultimately 
decided to kill it. They chose instead to advance (and then 
kill) their own emergency powers reform bill, which ed-
itorial boards around the state called ‘ineffective,’ ‘weak,’ 
and ‘milquetoast.’
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: The issue of emer-
gency powers reform has never just been about Governor 
Inslee. Everyone agrees that he and all future governors 
should be equipped with certain emergency powers. 
The problem comes when one branch of government is 
eliminated from the process altogether, as has been the 
case during this state of emergency. Washingtonians were 
not meant to be governed by proclamation and executive 
order for years on end. That is why Republicans have 

pushed so hard for the Legislature to restore the balance 
of power between the legislative and executive branches, 
and why we will continue to do so. 
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Since it is an election 
year, I am restricted 
from sending out 
any more legislative 
communications until 
the end of the year. 
However, I can respond 
to constituents who 
contact me, so if you 
have any comments, 
questions or concerns, 
please feel free to reach 
out and I’ll respond as 
soon as I can.


