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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

After last year’s record-breaking 193-day legislative session, we were grateful this 
year’s 60-day session adjourned on time.

We were also grateful a long-term Hirst fix was adopted early on. For nearly two 
years, the dreams of thousands of rural landowners across Washington state were 
put on hold by the state Supreme Court, which severely restricted the building of 
wells due to concern about their impact on instream flows.

It is vital we maintain healthy instream flows so our fish population can thrive, 
but the court’s decision was clearly misguided. There are many things we can do 
to ensure healthy rivers and streams without curbing rural economic development 
and putting the livelihoods of Washingtonians in jeopardy. In fact, we sponsored 
a proposal this year to allocate operating budget dollars for fish barrier removal 
projects across our state in order to open up thousands of miles of fish habitat. 

Although the Hirst fix we passed was not a perfect solution, it ensured landowners 
in Washington state could once again build on their property. A fix also meant we 
were finally able to pass the 2017-19 capital budget. Working together with Senator 
Becker, we secured more than $20 million for local projects in the 2017-19 capital 
budget, and another $3 million in the 2018 supplemental capital budget.

While we were supportive of both capital budget proposals, we could not support 
this year’s supplemental operating budget because it spends an additional $1.2 
billion in the 2017-19 biennium, and another $600 million in the 2019-21 biennium. 
That represents a nearly 16 percent increase in spending since the 2015-17 operating 
budget was enacted.

Instead of spending nearly every cent of the extra revenue we’re projected to bring 
in over the next four years, we believe it would have been wiser to put much of 
that money in the state’s rainy day fund. Not doing so could very well have negative 
repercussions down the line when our economy isn’t as strong.

One positive about the budget is it did not include a carbon tax or a capital gains 
income tax. While these proposals will surely come up again next year, the majority 
party simply didn’t have the votes to implement them this year.

As you read through this newsletter, please know we are here to serve you year-
round. If you have any comments, questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to reach out.

It is an honor to serve you.

Representative 
J.T. Wilcox

Representative 
Andrew 
Barkis
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Reducing suicide in the agricultural industry
Due to the excellent reporting of The Guardian’s Debbie Weingarten, I recently learned 
the suicide rate for people working in farming, fish and forestry is higher than every other 
occupational group, including military veterans. As a lifelong farmer, I know the ups and 
downs that come with good seasons and bad seasons, but I had no idea so many of my 
fellow colleagues were struggling with depression and thoughts of suicide. I drafted House 
Bill 2671 so they would know they don’t have to fight this battle by themselves.

My bill, which was unanimously approved in both chambers and signed into law by the 
governor, will do two things. First, the State Office of Rural Health will be required to convene a 16-member task 
force on behavioral health and suicide prevention in the agricultural industry. Second, the task force will relay its 
findings to the state Department of Health, which will establish a pilot program in a rural county to provide free 
counseling and suicide prevention resources in both English and Spanish. We are going to do whatever it takes to 
end this crisis and get these individuals the help they need. This bill is a good first step.

Honored to serve as House Republican Leader 
As the 2018 session was coming to a close, House Republican Leader Dan Kristiansen, 
R-Snohomish, announced his retirement from the Legislature. As the leader of our caucus, 
Dan motivated and inspired each of us, and brought us closer together. I am grateful for 
his leadership and friendship over the years, and wish him well.

Shortly after Dan’s announcement, the caucus held an election to determine new 
leadership positions, and I had the tremendous honor of being elected leader. I could not 
be more excited about the opportunity to lead the caucus and build on our successes.

I truly believe the House Repulican Caucus has the biggest tent when it comes to ideology 
and points of view at the Capitol. Among our 48 members are small business owners, 
retired teachers, lawyers, farmers, ranchers, servicemen, police officers, firefighters, 
former local officials, business consultants, foster parents, and more.

Each member is intently focused on enacting policies that will benefit everyone in the 
state. We want young people to have access to an excellent education. We want to raise 
graduation rates and lower college costs. We want an economy that works for all families 
in every part of the state. We want to ensure our transportation system is safe, affordable 
and effective. We want to improve our mental health system and solve the opioid crisis.

As leader, I look forward to advocating for these priorities and more, working in a 
bipartisan fashion to ensure all Washingtonians can thrive.

Working to save our salmon runs
Another issue I am deeply concerned about is the potential 
loss of our salmon runs on the Nisqually. These runs have been 
around for hundreds of generations, but are at risk of being 
completely wiped out in a single generation. A bill I introduced 
this session, House Bill 2902, would have appropriated 
funds from the operating budget for fish passage barrier 
removal projects across the state.

When I introduced legislation to create the Fish Barrier 
Removal Board in 2014, it was believed 14,000 man-made, 
complete and partial fish passage barriers existed. Due to the 

partnerships established by the creation of the board, we now 
know that number is closer to 40,000. It is clear we must work 
much harder on effective, rather than symbolic, recovery efforts. 

Unfortunately, while House Bill 2902 was approved by the 
House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, the chair 
of the House Appropriations Committee refused to grant it a 
hearing. However, we will continue working on this important 
issue in future sessions. Saving our salmon runs will ensure 
we’re leaving a better world for our children, and will also help 
in our efforts to strengthen the rural economy. 
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ity to impose the affordable housing 
sales tax. It didn’t gain traction this 
session, but work during the interim 
will provide guidance in making it a 
better bill. 

 • House Bill 2538 – This bill exempts 
impact fees for low-income hous-
ing development and shelters. It was 
signed into law this year.  

 • House Bill 2578 – This bill amends 
the residential landlord-tenant act to 
prohibit discrimination based on a ten-
ant’s source of income. It was signed 
into law this year. 

Session accomplishments
The 2018 session reminded me of the pow-
er of constituency. Two bills of mine that 
were signed into law this year were ideas 
and concepts brought to me by constitu-
ents hoping to find changes to loopholes in 
some of our current systems and laws. 

People with disabilities face many uphill 
battles in their daily lives. House Bill 2649 
recognizes certain challenges and creates 
opportunities for disabled persons who 
want to participate in wildlife-related rec-
reation throughout Washington state. It 
makes a technical change to existing policy 
by enhancing the fish, shellfish, and wild-
life-related recreational opportunities for 
persons with disabilities. It also broadens 
the signature authority for certifying a dis-
ability designation. This brings the Wash-
ington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 

(WDFW) practices in line with the regula-
tions set under the American with Dis-
abilities Act.

Peer support is a vital component in 
maintaining health and wellness in any 
law enforcement agency. House Bill 
2611 extends peer counselor support to 
limited authority law enforcement of-
ficers. These types of officers work for 
agencies such as the Department of Cor-
rections and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources. The bill also establishes 
testimonial privilege on communications 
between a limited authority law enforce-
ment officer and a peer support group 
counselor when receiving counseling 
because of an incident the officer was 
involved in while acting in his or her of-
ficial capacity. This bill will administer 
the same standards and conditions that 
apply to the privilege for communications 
by law enforcement officers, or firefight-
ers, to limited authority officers.

If you ever have an idea or concern and 
want to dive into the details of what we 
can do to bring change to the things 
that matter most to you, please contact 
my office using the information on the 
front of this newsletter to set up a meet-
ing. I would love to sit down and chat 
with you! When we work together, we 
achieve great things.

Working for one of  
our most vulnerable 
populations
At the end of the 2017 session, I was ap-
pointed as a member of the Washington 
State Council on Aging. Our senior popu-
lation is one of our most vulnerable, and 
one of the issues they face is finding and 
keeping affordable housing. My work on 
this statewide council allows me to bring 
my affordable housing experience to the 
table and really make a difference for  
our seniors. I look forward to continuing 
this important work.

Affordable housing 
agenda
The 2018 session allowed me to bring 
my leadership and professional skills to 
the table. 

House Republican leadership put their 
faith in me to lead as the ranking Re-
publican on the House Community De-
velopment, Housing and Tribal Affairs 
Committee. 

Since I was first appointed to my seat in 
the state House of Representatives, the 
affordable housing and homeless cri-
sis has been one of my top priorities. I 
look forward to the continued bipartisan 
work ahead to find long-term solutions 
to this complex issue.

At present, I am concerned too few op-
tions exist in our state. It is time to roll 
up our sleeves and look for innovative 
ideas to address the housing supply 
shortage, remove the regulatory  
burdens driving up housing costs, and 
help local authorities find better finan-
cial resources.

I negotiated some key pieces of legisla-
tion this session, including:

 • House Bill 1570 – Homelessness 
has increased dramatically since 
2013. Three of the major contribut-
ing factors include sky-high rent, a 
severe shortage of affordable hous-
ing, and stagnant wage growth for 
low-income households. This bill 
expands access to homeless hous-
ing and assistance. It was signed 
into law this year. 

 • House Bill 1797 – This bill would 
encourage affordable housing 
development and preservation by 
providing cities limited sales tax 
remittance for qualifying invest-
ments, providing cities and coun-
ties authority to use real estate 
excise taxes to support affordable 
housing, and providing cities and 
counties with councilmanic author-
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2nd District projects funded by the capital budget 
Second District projects funded by the 2017-19 and 2018 supplemental capital 
budgets include:

 • $3 million from an affordable housing innovation grant to build tiny homes  
in Orting.

 • $1.75 million to install 27 additional sirens in order to expand the Lahar 
Warning System for Mt. Rainier that protects about 2 million residents of 
Pierce and King counties.

 • $1.25 million to build Nisqually Tribal housing to meet increasing demand.

 • $750,000 to build a food bank in Lacey.

 • $500,000 to complete the design, permit and construction of a dedicated 
pedestrian bridge over SR 162/Washington Avenue North in Orting.

 • $252,000 to renovate and reopen Lake Lawrence Fire Station #22 in Yelm.

 • $250,000 to continue the restoration of the cemetery at the Washington 
Soldiers Home in Orting.

 • $206,000 to build the Billy Frank Jr. Heritage Center in Olympia.

Since it is an election year, we are 
restricted from sending out any more 
legislative communications this year. 
However, we are allowed to respond 

to constituents who contact us. If 
you have any comments, questions or 
concerns for either of us, please feel 

free to call or email and we’ll respond 
as soon as we can.

Representative J.T. Wilcox
Representative Andrew Barkis
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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